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Re-Opening McQ:  Our Values
In early May we shared the following five values as central to our planning for a return to school in September:

• A commitment, in the spirit of cura personalis, to health, safety, and hygiene before all else.
• A conviction about the importance of in-person teaching and learning, while developing a student-centered 

alternate plan for distance or hybrid learning, consistent with our highest academic standards.
• An understanding that our school is a community and a place of identity for our students, alumni, and 

families.
• A flexibility with our students, families, and staff who may be made vulnerable by COVID-19 and its effects, 

and a commitment to work with each of them individually.
• A transparency with all members of the community about our planning, our preparedness, and our ability to 

adjust to changing circumstances.

These values, underpinned by consultation with teachers, staff, parents, families, students, and members of 
our Board of Trustees, have helped craft the following plan for re-opening our campus to our community this 
fall. 
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Re-Opening McQ: An Overview
Committed to the principle of cura personalis, the health, safety, and welfare of the entire McQuaid 
community is our top priority.

We look forward to welcoming our Knights back to campus in the fall, but we will work with those students 
who need to continue learning from home.

As outlined in our plan, we are implementing a variety of required and recommended mitigation measures to 
limit the spread of the virus at school.  These include physical distancing practices, the use of face coverings, 
daily health screenings, regular hand hygiene, and a comprehensive cleaning and disinfection protocol.

The most recent guidance from the NYS Department of Health, NYS Department of Education, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and Monroe County Department of Public Health shapes our plan.  We have 
also benefitted from close collaboration with the Jesuit network of schools and our neighboring schools in 
Rochester, and the advice and counsel of our Board of Trustees.

No plan or protocol can totally guarantee the prevention of viral transmission or completely eliminate the risk 
of contracting COVID-19, but we are confident that our plan, along with the acceptance of shared 
responsibility across our whole community, will produce as safe and healthy a learning environment as 
possible.
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AMDG 2.0
For God’s Greater Glory and Our Community’s Collective Health

Inspired by the Jesuit motto ad 
majorem Dei gloriam, we’ve adapted 
the familiar abbreviation “AMDG” to 
reflect critical criteria for a safe re-
opening: awareness of one’s health, 
the importance of masks, the need to 
practice physical distancing, and a 
focus on the good of those around us.
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The School Day
In-Person, Hybrid, and Remote Learning
Capacity for in-person instruction

We anticipate that we will begin the school year with regular in-person instruction for all of 
our students in grades 6-12. Factors such as physical distancing, required use of personal 
protective equipment (PPE), availability of such PPE, families’ access to safe transportation, 
and current local medical capacity give us the confidence to move forward with this plan.

Students unable to return to in-person instruction will have the option of synchronous remote 
learning, and families may opt for remote learning at any time.

Hybrid and Remote Learning

In the event that McQuaid Jesuit is required to limit building occupancy, we plan to split the 
student body into two roughly equal cohorts who would attend in-person classes on an 
alternating schedule. On days when students are not attending classes in-person, they would 
still follow their schedule and attend class virtually and synchronously via video conferencing.

Should the school be required to shift to entirely remote learning, students will maintain their 
schedule and attend lessons and check-ins synchronously each day. The daily time order will 
be consistent regardless of method of instruction--in-person, hybrid, or remote. Revised 8.13.20
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The School Day
Daily Health Screening 
All students will be required to complete a Daily Pass questionnaire at home prior to 
leaving for school each day. This Daily Pass, accessible on students’ school-issued iPads 
and on smartphones, will include reporting on a temperature check, covid-19 
symptoms, and any known contact with individuals suspected or confirmed to have 
tested positive for covid-19.

Submission of the Daily Pass will trigger one of three responses: green (cleared to 
come to school), yellow (cleared to come to school, but enhanced monitoring 
necessary), or red (do not come to school). Students will be required to show their 
color-code response with date stamp to a door monitor at entry, where they may be 
selected for a random temperature check.

Faculty and staff will complete a similar Daily Pass questionnaire each day.

Visitors to the school building will be strictly limited and will be required to complete a 
Daily Pass prior to entry. Revised 8.13.20
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The School Day
Not Feeling Well?  STAY HOME!

Critical to maintaining the health of our community is all 
members’ commitment to stay at home if ill, even if 
symptoms are mild. We will continuously reinforce this 
with students, parents, and our faculty and staff. It will be 
a community effort to destigmatize physical absence from 
school or work.

Students will always be able to attend their classes 
virtually through livestream if they are well enough to do 
so, and teachers, too, will be given the option to teach 
from home on days when they are ill or quarantined for 
COVID monitoring.

Bad for you and 
everyone else, too!
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The School Day
Food Service

Lessing’s, our food service provider, will prepare boxed lunches based on 
a pre-order system. Menu items will include a variety of sandwiches and 
salads, and gluten-free options will be available. Boxed lunches will be 
available from designated “grab and go” locations, and students will eat 
in a combination of spaces while remaining appropriately distanced.

The kitchen area, “grab and go” serving stations, and eating spaces will 
all be cleaned and disinfected on a regular schedule, per CDC standards.

Unfortunately we do not anticipate serving breakfast items.
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The School Day
Student activities and physical education

Student clubs and activities will continue to be active,
with appropriate and creative modifications to those
programs that typically rely on interscholastic events
(e.g., Speech and Debate) and modified meeting protocols
to ensure compliance with health and safety standards.

The physical education department is preparing to offer 
instruction in sports and activities characterized as low-
and moderate-risk, in accordance with state guidance.
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The School Day
Transportation

As a nonpublic school dependent on local school 
districts, public transportation, and our families for 
transportation to and from school, we do not have any 
direct oversight of school buses or other transport.

We will, however, reinforce with our students who ride 
school buses the need to comply with local districts’ 
protocols. Our dean of students’ office will continue to 
be our primary liaison with local districts’ transportation 
offices.
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Health and Safety
AMDG

We have adopted a well-known Jesuit motto, abbreviated 
“AMDG,” to encapsulate and visually depict our central criteria 
for health and safety: an awareness of one’s own health, mask-
wearing required in the building, distancing whenever possible, 
and a sense of the greater good of those around us.

Posters of the AMDG criteria will be posted in classrooms as a 
reinforcement of their importance, and larger depictions will 
appear at primary entry points throughout the building.  The 
AMDG image, along with other important reminders, will also 
be displayed on the TV screens stationed throughout the 
building.
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Health and Safety
Wash. Your. Hands.

We’ll regularly emphasize good 
hand hygiene with all members 
of our community and support 
their efforts with hand sanitizer 
stations in each classroom,
at each entry point, and 
throughout common areas. 

Revised 8.13.20



REOPENING PLAN 2020-21

Health and Safety
Face Coverings and Physical Distancing
Required face coverings

All occupants of our campus will be required to wear a face covering at all times, 
except while eating lunch and during scheduled, supervised mask breaks.  Students 
who are unable to wear a mask must provide medical documentation.

The school will provide washable face coverings to faculty, staff, and students, and 
provide training to all parties on how to adequately put on, take off, clean, and 
discard face coverings.

Physical distancing in classrooms and common spaces

Classrooms have been measured for student capacity accounting for sufficient 
physical distancing between occupants. We will also place markers on the floor in 
hallways and common spaces to reinforce the importance of physical distancing. Revised 8.13.20
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Health and Safety
Movement Around the Building

Students and adults must wear face coverings 
whenever moving throughout the building,
even when practicing adequate physical 
distancing. Hallways and stairwells will be marked
to reduce bi-directional foot traffic.

Students will be instructed to avoid loitering in the 
halls and we will suspend the use of lockers 
indefinitely. With only four instructional periods per 
school day, students will have a reduced number of 
classroom transitions and “passing time.”
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Health and Safety
Daily Cleaning and Disinfection Protocol

Our school’s Facilities team will perform thorough 
cleaning and disinfection throughout the day, including 
enhanced cleaning of high-traffic areas.  Staff will use 
state-of-the-art electrostatic sprayers for rapid 
disinfection.

Classrooms will be equipped with a variety of personal 
hygiene resources, including touchless hand sanitizer 
stations.

Main entrances will feature PPE stations for rapid access 
if needed. 
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Health and Safety
Our Nurses’ Office and COVID-19 Protocols

We are adding an annex to our nurse’s office to provide isolation 
space for students who develop possible covid-19 symptoms during 
the school day, and we will expedite their return to home and 
referral to a health professional.

We will have a primary COVID-19 designated contact for 
communication with the Monroe County Department of Public 
Health, with which we will cooperate fully in the event of a 
confirmed case of COVID-19 on campus.

McQuaid Jesuit will follow the guidance and protocols of medical 
and public health professionals in the event of a confirmed incident 
of the virus on campus.
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Health and Safety
Mental Health Awareness
Our Counseling Office will continue to 
provide social, emotional, and academic 
support for students. Counselors are familiar 
with research about how children respond to 
traumatic situations and will have students 
complete a needs assessment in August to 
inform their planning.

We will continue to reinforce positive mental 
health habits to mitigate against the stress 
and anxiety of these days.
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School Life
Community Events
We know how important special events 
and milestones are for members of our 
community.  Large gatherings, such as 
assemblies, will be reimagined using 
small group formats and live-streaming.

We anticipate that much of our parent 
programming will continue to be held
in a virtual format.
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School Life
Daily Time Order
Our daily time order for the 2020-21 school year will feature four instructional blocks per day, a 
single school-wide lunch period, and the placement of Flex Time/Academic Support at the end of 
the school day. We will eliminate Recess. This time order provides teachers and students the 
greatest safety and agility as we enter the new school year. Specifically:

ü Removal of class-period rotation and reduction to four class blocks per day enables us to 
maintain an identical time order in the event of a return to hybrid or full distance learning. The 
“pivot” for a student or teacher would be seamless, creating a rhythm and structure to the 
school year that would not change regardless of the method of teaching and learning.

ü Reduction to four class blocks per day along with removal of recess reduces the number of daily 
classroom transitions by half and decreases total passing time in hallways by at least 30 minutes 
each day. The time order will have passing time built into it.

ü The longer block period will allow for some buffer time at the start of class for technology 
needs (e.g., live streaming for students learning from home) and a more involved attendance-
taking that will need to account for students logged in from home.
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Revised 8.13.20

McQuaid Time Order 2020-2021
Time A B C D  

Period 8

Period 3 Period 7

Period 4 Period 8

11:00-11:35

11:40-12:55

1:00-2:15

2:15-2:50

75 minute classes
Periods 1 and 5 are 80 minutes long for homeroom purposes 

Single lunch period lasting 35 minutes
5 minutes passing time between periods

Phys. Ed. offered once per cycle    
AP Science labs offered during Academic Support/Flex period 

Lunch

Period 3

Period 4

Academic 
Support/Flex

Lunch Lunch Lunch

Academic 
Support/Flex

Academic 
Support/Flex

Academic 
Support/Flex

Period 7

Period 1

Period 2

Period 1

Period 2

Period 5

Period 6

Period 5

Period 6

8:15-9:35 

9:40-10:55
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School Life
Mission and Ministry

Mindful of our identity as a Catholic, Jesuit 
school, members of our Mission and Ministry 
team are reimagining the spiritual life of the 
school in creative ways. We will continue to 
offer Mass for the school community, retreat 
opportunities, and programs to allow students 
to serve the community amid the pandemic.
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School Life
Athletics
We anticipate guidance concerning interscholastic athletics with an eye
towards the September 21, 2020 start date set by NYSPHSAA.
In the interim, we are preparing a robust intramural program composed of 
competition in low- and moderate-risk sports open to all students in all grades.
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If We Need to Pivot
Moving to Hybrid or Online Learning
The course of the pandemic is 
unpredictable, and we are preparing 
for a variety of scenarios over the 
course of the school year.

Decisions about moving to a hybrid or 
fully online learning model will be 
made judiciously and in consultation 
with the Monroe County Department 
of Public Health.
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Important Upcoming Dates
Mark Your Calendar
Week of August 24 – New iPad distribution for all students

Tuesday, August 25 – Orientation for New Parents/Guardians in Grades 9-11 (online)

Wednesday, August 26 – Orientation for New Parents/Guardians in Grades 6-8 (online)

Sunday, August 30 – Welcome Back Mass, 10 a.m. (online)

Tuesday, September 1 –Thursday, September 3 – Faculty and Staff Meetings

Tuesday, September 8 – Orientation Sessions for Grades 10, 11, and 12 

Wednesday, September 9 – Schola Brevis for Grades 6, 7, 8, and 9

Thursday, September 10 – First Day of Classes

Look for ongoing weekly updates via email throughout the remainder of summer. Revised 8.13.20
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A Prayer During COVID-19 
by Megan Sheehan, Marquette University 
Dear Lord, as the coronavirus (COVID-19) affects our world, we continue to pray. We invite 
you into our hearts, Lord - hearts that have so much on them now. Amidst our fear, 
disappointment, confusion, uncertainty, grief, anger, frustration and more. We invite you in, 
Lord. We know you are bigger.

May we be given a peace and understanding of cancellations and social distancing rules. 
May we act with humility to not just preserve our own safety and health, but to look beyond 
ourselves and think of how our actions will affect others. May we be alert to the ways we 
may help those around us, and give us the grace to step forward without hesitation to be 
men and women for and with others, for Your greater glory.

Come to our aid, Lord. Open our ears to hear your voice in these troubled times, may we 
listen and be prudent and may we draw ever closer to you. Amen.
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